
Autumn Term Number 15 20th December 2024

Dear Families,

Merry Christmas!
We have reached the end of what has been a really action-packed term! Thank you to everyone who
has joined us at any of our special events over recent weeks. On behalf of everyone at Cumnor School,
I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a great start to the New Year.

iRockers rock Cumnor
On Wednesday, our iRock bands treated Years 2 to 6 as well as their families and friends to a brilliant
concert. It has been fantastic to see so many of our children have the opportunity to perform in front of
an audience over the past few weeks. The bands not only work as teams but they demonstrate their
talents by switching instruments each time we see them.

Carols by Candlelight
On the performing theme, I was incredibly proud of the children who played a piano solo as part of the
Carols by Candlelight event on Monday. In addition, we were treated to another wonderful performance
from our school choir, who have put on quite the series of events this festive season. I was astonished
by the quality of singing when Miss Davidson challenged those who had gathered together to sing
carols as is traditional: acapella!

Thank you to the Co-op in Botley!
We have been working closely with the co-op this year and they have been exceptionally generous!
They kindly donated the supplies for our year 2 class to make christingles. Click the link below to read
their blog post about their Christmas event. Merry Christmas Co-op!

https://www.ckmoxford.com/blogs/a-day-of-christmas-fun-in-botley-coop

What has my child been doing this week?
School
Value of the
week:

Generosity
This week in assembly, we learnt about Project Malachi, a housing scheme that supports
homeless people in Ilford run by The Salvation Army. We compared Malachi’s actions in
donating his money from the tooth fairy to that of the widow in last week’s story. We also
read the story of The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson. This story shows us how
small acts can make a big difference.

Reception We have been working incredibly hard training as Elves this week and were
delighted to receive a well done for Father Christmas and the Elves today. We
have enjoyed our first school trip to the Theatre and we have taken part in a
drama workshop and attended our church Christmas Service. We are ready for
Christmas now!

Year 1 This week, we have used all our maths learning from the whole term to solve lots
of problems! We have also made jam jar lanterns and enjoyed our trip to Pegasus
Theatre to see the Elves and the Shoemaker.

Year 2 This week we have been practicing measuring objects in maths with Mrs
Broadhurst. We finally finished The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark. We had a
Christmas crafternoon and got stuck in!

https://www.ckmoxford.com/blogs/a-day-of-christmas-fun-in-botley-coop


Year 3 Year 3 have enjoyed singing along to Taylor Swift to learn their 8 times table, we
have continued to look at underlying themes in our book Beowulf and we have
discussed the issues of bravery, friendship and good versus evil. We have also
enjoyed making Christmas cards as an end of term treat.

Year 4 Year 4 enjoyed some Christmas fencing on Monday! They have been writing
some original pieces on all sorts of Christmas themes and been consolidating
their times tables by colouring some Christmassy pictures.

Year 5 We have played the Great Elf game in maths this week. We had some very
profitable groups and some happy elves at the end! We have read and discussed
“Twas the Night before Christmas” in English. We have made our own videos in
computing.

Year 6 This week we have been running our own Christmas tree business when we
played the Great Elf game in maths. In English we finished our travel websites
and shared them with year 5 and in music we have been practising singing Stille
Nacht in German to prepare for the Christmas church service.

Clubs

Club places have now been allocated and clubs will start from the second week of term, commencing
on 13th January.

A note from your governors…

We hope that you are enjoying the leadup to the Christmas holidays in and around the school (only five
sleeps left until Christmas day itself!). Your governing board have to a person spent time with the
school across all of the events held. Most of us joined key stage one for the Nativity performances last
week. A fantastic festive bake-off gracing the school hall stage, brilliantly directed and fabulously
executed by three classes of engaging and talented young thesps! A number of us made it across to
the Carols by Candlelight for a marvellous repertoire of burgeoning young musical talent (evenly
supported by some mulled wine fuelled parents on the carol singing). The Christmas Service this
morning was another proud display of how well the children represent our school within our community.
We also want to recognise the hard-working PTA for coming together at the end of a long working
week, at the start of December, to host and engage the school community with the Christmas Fayre.
The kitchen was a hive of activity keeping everyone well fed, the bar was chiming empties like a local
bottle bank and all the stalls and raffle kept everyone entertained, whilst much needed funds were
raised for various school items and projects.

We had our fourth governing board meeting of the academic year as well last week. This term we have
dealt with a number of items. We agreed with Steven the School Improvement Plan and School
Self-Evaluation Form. Both of these documents are mandatory items for any school and are designed
to ensure our school reflects on their provision and impact. This then allows the school to identify key
areas of focus, in line with our vision, that will continue to see it move forward and continue to be
successful. This is an ethos we as governors also take on board. We have started work on year two of
our three-year governing board improvement plan. To help us develop as a governing team, we
recently undertook an external board effectiveness review with the county to understand how we can
continue to improve our support to the school. We will share the results of this review when it is
published during 2025. Towards the end of this term, we spent time with the school and various staff
members to understand better how the school continues to manage and develop areas such as our
safeguarding system, e-safety, phonics and our staff’s professional development. This, alongside a



review of the effectiveness of ring-fenced funding we receive for pupil premium, SEND, PE & Sport and
families affected by the war in Ukraine, continues to give us confidence that our school and staff are
extremely dedicated, professional and committed to supporting a safe and caring environment that
provides a strong breadth of opportunity to every child.

If you would like to see our September, October and November governor board minutes they are now
available at request.

The governing board would like to thank Steven and every member of staff for all their hard work and
zeal during an always busy Michaelmas term. The buzz about the school has only increased since the
new Acorn class sprung through the doors in September. This energy has crescendoed in the last few
weeks as all the hard work from pupils and staff has come to fruition in not only the classroom and
stage but also in the excitement when the school ventures out on school trips and when it engaged
with the local community through recent concert performances.

We hope that you and your children have had a fantastic end to 2024 at the school, and that you are
looking forward to an exciting couple of weeks at home.

Have a great Christmas!

Tom Christophers, Chair

Yours sincerely,

Steven Badger
Headteacher








