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YEAR 1 CLASS NEWSLETTER Friday 3rd September 2021

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to school and to Year 1! I hope you all had a wonderful summer break. I am excited for
the year ahead and I hope your children are too! We will be working hard to get to know all the children
as quickly as possible and help them feel happy and secure in the classroom.

This letter is fairly long as there are so many exciting things to tell you about! (Well, some of them are
exciting!)

I will be the main Year 1 class teacher and will be teaching in class every day. I will try to say hello on the
gate at the start of the day but obviously can’t get into lengthy conversation then, so please feel free to
email me at anna.pearson@cumnorschool.co.uk if there is anything you want to discuss or let me know
and I can email you or call you back. If it is something urgent pertaining to that day, or about absence
from school, please copy in the office too (admin@cumnorschool.co.uk ) as I don’t see emails until after
school. I really do value the chance to connect with parents as I get to know your children, so don’t be
shy about saying hello!

We are very lucky to have Mrs Rooma (mornings) and Mrs Kerby (afternoons) as our class Teaching
Assistants this year. On Tuesday afternoons, Mrs Barry, who the children know from Acorns, will be
teaching the class. Mrs Scatchard (first half of the week) and Mrs Moor (second half of the week) will
also be in our classroom.

Arrival

Children can arrive in the classroom from 8.35am and must be here by 8:50am when the register is
taken. They will enter the classroom independently and use the hand sanitiser provided. If your child is
struggling to separate in the morning, do step to one side and take a few minutes to reassure them, and
we will do everything we can to encourage them in!

Equipment and personal belongings

Children should bring a named small rucksack or a book bag containing a named water bottle and their
school reading diary & books each day. Water bottles should contain water only please, no fizzy drinks or
juice. Please check the bag regularly and ensure toys stay at home! Children will have a peg in the
corridor to hang their coat and bags on.

Please send in a PE bag with shorts/ leggings /joggers and a t-shirt in their house colour. This can stay in
school all term. If your child gets messy or has a toilet accident, it may be necessary to change, so
please pop a pair of pants and socks in there in a little plastic bag too. They should wear sensible,
comfortable shoes that they can run around in every day. They will also need a coat as we will be doing
outdoor work every day, come rain or shine! On the “rain” note, children are welcome to keep wellies in
school as we will frequently be using the field, even if it is muddy.
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Please send in a named bottle of water with your child so that they can stay hydrated throughout the day.
Children in Key Stage 1 receive a free healthy snack each day under the Government School Fruit and
Vegetable scheme so there is no need to send in snacks with your child. Children in Key Stage 1 are
also entitled to a free school meal. Please note that this year children will be eating in classrooms again.
If your child has a packed lunch from home it would help us if you could ensure your child has food and
containers they can open themselves and easily return wrappers to their lunchboxes. Please remember
we are a nut free school.

Routines

Children will wash their hands with soap and water before eating, and will sanitise or wash their hands
when they enter school, and at other times as required. As this can dry out all our hands, I keep some
plain, non-perfumed moisturiser in school to offer to children. If your child has skin allergies or you do not
want them to be offered moisturiser, please let me know.

At the end of the day (3:10pm), we will send the children out one at a time when we can see their grown
up waiting – please don’t be afraid to tell us your child’s name when you are by the gate each day, it will
take us a little time to learn whose parent is whose! If your child is being collected by someone who is
not their parent or is going on the school bus, please send an email to the school office to let us know.

Homework

Homework in Year One is minimal and will be set on Google Classroom. Please join our classroom using
the code x3j7q7w. There is also a parent guide to Google Classroom here in case a refresher is useful!
https://cumnorprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parent-guide-to-google-classroom.pdf

For the main part homework is regular reading and practising spellings. We will send home a reading
book and/ or phonics activity in your child’s bag. Year Ones are expected to read daily at home and
evidence of this should be recorded in the school reading diary. You can let me know via email when
your child reaches the reading night records and we will celebrate this in achievement assembly.

Spellings will be set on the Google Classroom each Monday, and I will send home a blank exercise book
for children to practise in. This can stay at home and does not need to come into school. We will have a
spelling check each Monday morning to help the children practise what they have learned and I will send
home the check sheet so you can see how they got on.

Topic

Our topics for this year are as follows:

Term 1 – Space
Term 2 – Castles
Term 3 – Animals
Term 4 – Weather & seasons
Term 5 – Dinosaurs
Term 6 – Adventures

If you or your family have any special expertise in the above, please do let me know! I am attaching an
overview of the key areas of learning for this term.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Pearson, Mrs Barry, Mrs Rooma, Mrs Kerby, Mrs Scatchard and Mrs Moor
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