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YEAR R CLASS NEWSLETTER                                                                                             Friday 6th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to another term! I am looking forward to seeing you at parents’ evenings next 

week to discuss your child’s progress and answer any questions you might have. As you will 

gather from the attached plan, our topic this term is Celebrations. We will be learning about 

Bonfire Night, Weddings, Chinese New Year, Diwali and finally Christmas! 

 Just a few things from me at the start of term: 

I’m sure you will appreciate that in Year R, it is much trickier to maintain distancing between 

the children than in older year groups and although we are taking lots of measures to reduce 

the cross-contamination risk (wiping pencils and pens every day, washing hands regularly, 

etc), we would ask for your support in a few more: 

Thank you very much for sending in a water bottle each day with your child. This term we will 

be trying to minimise the amount they are handled by adults. 

Many thanks also for the wellies that many of them keep in the classroom. We will be 

continuing to play in our outdoor area regularly this term no matter how muddy it gets, so 

please do make sure your child has outdoor footwear in school that can get muddy and be left 

at the door on re-entry! 

This term, I am asking children not to bring a bag to school at all, in order to minimise traffic 

between home and school. It would be helpful if your child had a change of clothes (for if 

they have an accident or get too wet/ muddy), these can be brought in in a 

plastic/waterproof bag in the first week of term and kept on your child’s peg until they are 

needed. Thereafter, please only bring a water bottle to school each day (and packed lunch if 

needed). Throughout the week. I will have a book quarantine box out where reading books can 

be dropped off on arrival and on Monday afternoons, children will carry their new reading 

books out in their hand. 

Thanks for your help in these matters. We will do our best to keep school as consistent as 

possible throughout the term for everyone! 

Reading and Sound Books 

Reading books will continue to be sent home this term from the “Dandelion” phonic readers 

scheme which will match the phonics we are working on in school each week. Thank you for all 

 



 

the reading at home you have recorded in your child’s reading diary – it is great to see so 

many of them at 25 nights now!  

We will also still be sending home the sounds each week that are to be stuck into their sound 

books for them to practice at home.  

Just a reminder that if your child has to isolate but is not ill themselves, work will be set for 

them after the first day on Google Classroom. 

Finally, please remember that if your child, or anybody in your household, displays symptoms 

of covid-19, they must not attend school. Please contact me and the school office via email as 

soon as possible.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Jessica Fitzgerald  


