
 

 

 

Autumn Term Number 11                  27th November 2020 

Dear Parents, 
 
Christmas! 
We have all been overwhelmed by the amazing response to our request for Christmas decorations. We 
have had so many and some really lovely ones too. The school will look fabulous thanks your 
generosity and will really get everyone in the festive mood ready for the last few weeks of term. 
 
Next week: 

 
The Christmas tree is going up over the weekend – we have been donated a wonderfully 
generous 12-foot tree by Jo Devlin at Country Grains / Pickle & Lime on the Botley Road. 
A huge thank you to Jo, and a reminder to support our local small businesses, who need 
our custom more than ever this Christmas. We are putting the tree up on the front school 
field this year so that everyone can enjoy it. It will be large, heavy and decorated. Please 
be sure to be very careful around it and not to let your little ones pull on it. 
 
We are going to be putting up our own large scale advert calendar on the classroom 
windows. The classroom windows facing the front field will gradually be filled with advent 
and Christmas scenes – a new one going up each day until the end of term. We’re starting 
off with Year 2 on Tuesday. 
 
The Christmas Post-box is going to stand near the steps / ramp as you come through the 
gate onto the front field. Cards for all year groups can be posted (please ensure that the 
envelope has the recipient’s full name and class written clearly on the front) and will then 
be collected and distributed to the classes in the last week of term. The last day for 
collection will be Friday 11th December so we have enough quarantine, sorting and 
distributing time before the end of term. 
 
We are going to put together a music video of everyone singing the song ‘Midnight’. 
This was set as homework on Google Classroom last week, and should still be there. 
We have been so impressed with everyone’s singing, dancing and optional festive 
costumes! But it has not yet been completed by all of the children. It would be great to 
have as many faces on the video at once, so please do encourage and enable your 
child to take part. We have assured them that they won’t be singing individually on the 
video – we’re creating a compilation so that there are lots of faces and voices on the 
video at one time! Please can we have the videos ‘turned in’ as homework on Google 
Classroom by Monday so that we can start putting them all together? Thank you. 
 
Unfortunately, we can’t have our usual Carols by Candlelight event this year. In the past 
this has been an opportunity for those children who play an instrument to perform for us. 
Instead we want to put together a film of children playing their instruments to put on the 
website. If your child has music lessons in or out of school and would like to perform a 
Christmas piece for the film, we would be very grateful. It is easiest to film them on a 
smart phone (landscape and the children should introduce themselves and the piece 
they are playing) and then send it via the schools WhatsApp to 07444 501293 by 11th 
December. 

 
 

 

News from Cumnor School 



Flu Vaccines 
Thank you for signing up for your children to take the flu vaccine today. We had a 93% take up 
compared to the national average of 61% last year. 
 
The Kitchen Garden Club Book news from Katey Vane 
Kitchen Garden Club started at Cumnor School a few years ago, with the aim of 
providing a link for children between growing produce and cooking. It ran 
alongside the RHS campaign for school gardening, for which we earned level 5 
status. 
The club also enjoyed creating lots of delicious meals and treats (not all of them 
healthy)! 
Whilst I have been unable to run Kitchen Garden Club at school, I have compiled 
a book of recipes and gardening activities. The book, aimed at primary school 
children, is in the format of a journal, with space to add your own recipes and drawings. Embracing the 
produce that is in season and the festivals and celebrations we all enjoy is at its core. There are 
recycling ideas and tips on how to look after the wildlife in our gardens too. 
If you would like to order a copy please contact  katey.t.vane.@gmail.com or 07971173366. The journal 
will be £7.50 with a share of profits going to Cumnor School. 
 
Free Hampers 
Botley Bridges are offering free Christmas Hampers for local households on a low income this 
Christmas. Details on how to request a hamper or donate food are on the attached flyer. 
 
PTA Committee News 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Thank you to everyone who donated trees, ornaments, tinsel, 
lights, etc over the last couple of weeks. The classrooms will be full of decorations and extra holiday 
sparkle! 
We are very excited to announce the Big Christmas Raffle will be happening this year on Wednesday 
Dec 16th. Tickets will be sent home on Wednesday next week, so please keep a look-out! Each family 
will receive 6 booklets (£15 worth), but extra booklets will be available. We already have a fabulous and 
growing list of prizes to be won including the Andrew’s of Oxford, Batsford Arboretum, Blenheim 
Palace, Bonners Fruit and Vegetables, Bright Sparks Science Virtual Science Club and Parties, 
Chiltern Valley Winery & Brewery, Club Energy Football Camp, Cogges Farm, Co-op Food Market, 
Cotswold Falconry Centre, Cumnor Clinic, Dunelm, Fairytale Farm, Flower House Granola, Four 
Kingdoms Adventure and Farm Park, Goldilox Cakes of Appleton, Jericho Kitchen, Millets Falconry, 
Seacourt Bridge Pub, Tesco Express, Thames Art Nails, UK Fudge Co. and Waitrose. Something for 
everyone with more prizes being added right up until the draw date! 
If you, your business or someone you know are able to contribute a raffle prize for this year’s draw, 
please contact Tara at cumnorschoolpta@gmail.com and let us know. Food, wine, tickets, vouchers of 
any kind - it all helps to make the draw more exciting and all funds raised go right back into the 
school. Thank you! 
 
Exam Invigilators needed at Matthew Arnold School 
Matthew Arnold School is looking for reliable people to join their team of invigilators.  
Casual hours during exam periods throughout the school year. No previous experience necessary, as 
training will be provided. All applicants must complete the Acer Trust application form and for 
safeguarding reasons an enhanced DBS check is required for successful applicants. 
Grade 2 casual work £10.60 per hour 
Closing date: open until places are filled. 
Full details at www.maschool.org.uk/contact/vacancies 
 
Cumnor Church: 
 
 Family Messy Advent Bags from St Michael's 

Packed with resources and crafts to help you explore the meaning of advent and get ready for 
Christmas. There will be sweets, recipes and craft ideas for families to do together. These will be 
free and we expect demand to be high. To avoid disappointment please preorder by email 
to office@cumnor.org or text / whatsapp 07595 996534 
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The packs will be available to collect from the Parish Centre (opposite the church steps) on 
Saturday 28th November between 10am-11am and Wednesday 2nd December between 9am and 
10am and 3pm-4pm. 
 

 Unwrapping the Gift of Christmas - Daily Advent Videos  
From Tuesday December 1st, each day in Advent we will release an online video in which we 
reflect on the stories of the Bible that lead up to Jesus’s birth and hang a special ornament on a 
Jesse Tree in St Michael’s. It's the perfect way to care for your and your families soul by pausing to 
focus on the real meaning of Christmas.  
Each day's video will be available at https://cumnor.org/unwrapping-christmas/    
A short introduction video is available at the same page. 
 

 Collecting Advent Foodbank Donations 
Foodbanks have been in greater demand than ever this year so we’re asking everyone to help 
meet the need and taking inspiration from the idea of a reverse Advent Calendar where instead of 
getting chocolate, gin or cheese we give to help others. 
From 3rd-10th December there will be a collection box outside the Vicarage, 1 Abingdon Road and 
also 66, Pinnocks Way. Please give what you can to support the Oxford Emergency Foodbank. 
They especially need: 

 Jams/other spreads  

 Sugar 

 Tins Vegetables (not tomatoes or pulses) 

 Tins, Pkt Puddings 

 Tins Meat 

 Tins Fruit 

 Cereal 

 Biscuits 

 Bottled Sauces 

 Coffee/Hot Chocolate 

 Practical Toiletries 
 
 
Next week’s Lunch Menu: 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

W
e

e
k
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Chicken and 

Sweetcorn Pizza 

OR  

Cheese and 

Tomato Pizza 

 

Diced Herby 

Potatoes  

 

Sweetcorn, Peas 

 

Apple Crumble 

with Custard 

Oven Baked 

Sausages  

OR 

Vegetarian 

Sausages 

Mashed Potatoes 

 

Baked Beans, 

Carrots 

 

Oat and Apricot 

Cookie 

Spaghetti Bolognaise  

OR 

Macaroni Cheese 

 

Broccoli, Carrots 

 

Raspberry Cupcake 

Oven Baked Beef 

Burger in a Roll 

OR 

Southern Style 

Quorn Burger in a 

Roll 

 

Sweetcorn, Green 

Beans 

 

Fruit Cheesecake  

Fish Fingers and 

Chips 

OR 

Quorn Dippers 

and Chips 

 

Peas, Baked 

Beans 

 

Iced Fruit 

Smoothie 
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What’s my child been doing this week? 
 

 
Have a good weekend 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Ed Read 

 
 

 

 

Reception Celebrating Diwali, making Rangoli patterns and Diya lamps and practicing our nativity.  

Year 1 Naming 2D and 3D shapes, writing sentences with and in as well as designing our own 
coat of arms. 

Year 2 Learning about the Great Fire of London, creating tissue collages and writing own diary 
entry after looking at Samuel Pepys’s diary. 

Year 3 Using adjectives, reading scales for g and kg and writing reports about the arrival of the 
Vikings in Britain. 

Year 4 Using the column method for subtraction, planning and writing evacuee letters and learning 
about the life of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Year 5 Reading and summarising the Mayan folktale 'How Chocolate was brought to Earth', 
learning and making posters about the effects of deforestation of the Rainforest and 
making recycled paper. 

Year 6 Finding out about Picasso and creating cubist style art, learning about BODMAS and 
sharing our European facts and costumes.  


