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YEAR 5 CLASS NEWSLETTER                                                                                          Friday 4th September 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school and to Year 5! I hope you all had a healthy and happy summer break. 

It’s been a long time away for all of us and I am very much looking forward to getting to know 

the class. This year is going to be a bit different in a number of ways. I am sure it will take a 

bit of time for everybody to get used to being back in school again. We have adjusted some 

of our school routines and procedures and we will spend quite a bit of time focussing on well-

being in class. We may well need to adapt our plans as the year progresses but we will do 

everything we can to give the children a great year of school.  

This letter is fairly long I’m afraid as there are quite a few things I need to tell you about.  

I will be the main Year 5 class teacher and will be teaching in class every day except Tuesday 

afternoon when Mrs Pottle will teach science. Mrs Pottle will also be in class on Tuesday 

mornings when she will work alongside me teaching maths and English. In addition, the 

children will be supported by teaching assistants - Mrs Horner in the mornings and Miss 

Knowlton in the afternoons. It will of course be difficult to say hello to you all in person but 

please feel free to email me anytime at sandra.broadhust@cumnorschool.co.uk (I will try to 

respond as soon as I can, but generally will not be available weekends and evenings). We can 

then arrange a time to talk on the phone or meet at a distance if appropriate.  

The children will be encouraged to maintain social distancing when interacting with adults in 

the classroom as much as possible.  

Arrival 

This year children will be arriving through the outside classroom doors. They will need to 

cross the KS1 field, taking care to avoid other pupils and adults. Children can arrive in the 

classroom from 8.35am and must be there by 9:00am when the register is taken. They must 

enter the classroom independently and use the hand sanitiser provided. There will be ‘Early 

work’ for children to complete which will be written on the classroom board.  

Equipment and personal belongings 

All pupils in Key Stage 2 will be given a clear plastic pencil case labelled with their name. 

They will be given a handwriting pen, a purple editing pen and a pencil to keep in their pencil 
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case as well as other items such as: a ruler, rubber, a sharpener and colouring pens/pencils. 

These items will be replaced if they run out but it is important that pupils take responsibility 

for looking after their pencil case kit. If pupils lose items from their pencil case, we will 

expect them to replace them. Pupils should not bring in their own pencil cases as we wish to 

minimise the number of things being taken to and from school. Their pencil cases will be kept 

in their trays along with their work books. This term the pupils will be given a writing book, a 

maths book and a notebook to work in. It would be very helpful if they could bring in their 

own dictionary/thesaurus. 

We have allocated pegs and lockers for each class in separate areas. In order to do this, we 

have made the cloakroom areas unisex. One area will be used by Year 5 and one by Year 6. 

(There will continue to be separate toilet blocks for boys and girls) Year 3 and 4 have pegs in 

the corridors outside their classrooms. Every child will have a peg on which to place their 

coat. If they bring in a lunchbox this will need to be kept in their locker. As PE kits will not 

be used this term there should be plenty of room in the lockers. Please ensure your child 

comes to school wearing sensible, comfortable shoes and clothing in which they can do PE. 

They should also have a coat with them every single day as we will be going outside as much 

as possible. Healthy snacks for break times may be kept in their classroom tray. Children 

must bring a named bottle of still water into the classroom. The water fountains will not be 

used this term. It would also be a good idea to provide your child with a small packet of 

tissues to be kept in their pencil case. The children will be washing their hands regularly 

throughout the day and always before eating.   

Homework 

This year all homework will be set on google classroom. Pupils will be given a homework book in 

which they can do their work at home but this does not need to be brought into school. 

Children should ensure they ‘turn in’ and attach evidence of their homework on the google 

classroom. We will provide online feedback. In Year 5, homework will be set on a Thursday 

and should be completed by the following Tuesday. Homework may be linked to maths, English 

or topic work. Spellings and times tables homework will also be set weekly. In addition to the 

set pieces of homework, it is expected that Year 5 pupils will be reading regularly at home 

both independently and with an adult.  

Topic 

Our class topic for the autumn term will be ‘Where does Chocolate come from?’ The children 

will be familiar with this as the Chocolate Project. This topic will allow pupils to learn about 

the origins of a favourite ‘food’, as well as the Tropical Rainforest Biome and the ancient 

Maya civilisation. Normally, the children would design and make a chocolate truffle as part of 

this topic. In the current circumstances, we will not be able to make the truffle at school. 

However, the children will still design the truffle and packaging but hopefully you might be 



 

able to allow them to complete the making part of the topic at home. This will be after half 

term. Please see the attached topic overview for the key areas of learning.  

Books 

Pupils should choose one reading book at a time and keep it in their tray. They may take the 

book home to read each night or they may bring one book from home into school to read. We 

have a ‘mini library’ within the Year 5 classroom which the children can select from. Pupils will 

be asked to sanitise or wash their hands before selecting books. When pupils have finished 

reading a school book they should return it to the ‘quarantine’ box.  

Much of our English work this term will be based on the books  ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by 

Eva Ibbotson and ‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’ by Mal Peet and Espeth Graham. I have a copy for each 

pupil of both books which we will read together in class. 

I hope to arrange a class trip to Hill End for a ‘Well-being’ day during the term. More details 

to follow. 

Finally, please remember that if your child, or anybody in your household, displays symptoms 

of Covid-19, they must not attend school. Please contact me and the school office via email as 

soon as possible.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please bear with us as we all learn to navigate our 

way through these unusual circumstances and please do email me with any queries you may 

have.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sandra Broadhurst  


