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YEAR 4 CLASS NEWSLETTER                                                                                              Friday 4th September 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school and to Year 4! I hope you all had a healthy and happy summer break. 

It’s been a long time away for all of us and I am very much looking forward to getting to know 

the class. This year is going to be a bit different in a number of ways. I am sure it will take a bit 

of time for everybody to get used to being back in school again. We have adjusted some of our 

school routines and procedures and we will spend quite a bit of time focussing on well-being in 

class. We may well need to adapt our plans as the year progresses but we will do everything we 

can to give the children a fantastic year. 

This letter is fairly long I’m afraid as there are quite a few things I need to tell you about. 

I will be the main Year 4 class teacher and will be teaching in class everyday except Tuesday 

and Thursday afternoons. As you will have seen in the email from Mr Read, parents will 

unfortunately not be able to come into the school building. If you need to talk to me, I will be 

around at the start and end of the day for brief chats on the playground or you can email or 

phone the office during school hours. 

We have a wonderful team working in Year 4 this year. Ms Eaton is our main class TA and will 

also be teaching the class on Tuesday afternoons. Mrs Kerby and Mrs Merrell will be providing 

extra support on various days throughout the week and Mrs Lawfull will be teaching the class on 

Thursday afternoons. We are lucky that we will be able to use additional allocated spaces around 

the school such as the Music room and Bay Tree room. The children will be encouraged to 

maintain social distancing when interacting with adults as much as possible. 

Arrival 

This year children will be arriving through the outside classroom doors. In the case of Year 4, 

this will be through a new gate that has been installed by the classroom windows. They will need 

to cross the KS1 field, taking care to avoid other pupils and adults. Children can arrive in the 

classroom from 8.35am and must be there by 9:00am when the register is taken. They must 

enter the classroom independently and use the hand sanitiser provided before they come in. 

There will be ‘Early work’ for children to complete which will be written on the classroom board.  

Equipment and personal belongings 

All pupils in Key Stage 2 will be given a clear plastic pencil case labelled with their name. They 

will be given a handwriting pen, a purple editing pen and a pencil to keep in their pencil case as 

 



 

well as other items such as: a ruler, rubber, a sharpener and colouring pens/pencils. These items 

will be replaced if they run out but it is important that pupils take responsibility for looking 

after their pencil case kit. If pupils lose items from their pencil case, we will expect them to 

replace them. Pupils should avoid bringing in their own pencil cases at the moment as we wish to 

minimise the number of things being taken to and from school. Their pencil cases will be kept in 

their trays along with their work books. This term the pupils will be given a writing book, a 

maths book and a note book to work in.  

We have allocated pegs and lockers for each class in separate areas. Year 4 will have their pegs 

(only for coats) in the corridor outside the classroom and each child will have a locker further 

up the KS2 corridor. We are really trying to limit the amount of things the children bring into 

school. They should only bring a coat, a lunchbox if having a packed lunch, a healthy snack for 

break-time and a water bottle. Lunchboxes will be kept in lockers, their snack in their tray and 

their water bottle on the floor beside their chair.  

PE kits will not be used this term. Please ensure your child comes to school wearing sensible, 

comfortable shoes and clothing in which they can do PE. They should also have their coat with 

them every single day as we will be going outside as much as possible. Children must bring a 

named bottle of still water into the classroom as the water fountains will not be used this term. 

It would also be a good idea to provide your child with a small packet of tissues to be kept in 

their pencil case. The children will be washing their hands regularly throughout the day and 

always before eating.   

Homework 

This year all homework will be set through Google Classroom. Pupils will be given a homework 

book in which they can do their work at home but this does not need to be brought into school. 

Children should ensure they ‘turn in’ and attach evidence of their homework on Google 

Classroom. We will provide online feedback. In Year 4, homework will be set on a Friday and 

should be completed by the following Wednesday. Homework may be linked to maths, English or 

topic work. In addition to the set pieces of homework, it is expected that all pupils will be 

reading regularly at home and practising spellings and times tables. Learning spellings will be a 

very regular homework activity in Term 1 and there will be spelling tests each Wednesday on the 

words sent home. 

Class topics, books and activities  

Our class topic for the autumn term will be ‘The life, work and times of Roald Dahl’. Please see 

the attached topic overview for the key areas of learning.  

We will be reading some of Roald Dahl’s texts in class and the children are also encouraged to 

read others independently. They are welcome to bring their own copies of Roald Dahl texts to 

school but please label them with your child’s name.  

 

 



 

Reading books 

Pupils should choose one reading book at a time and keep it in their tray. They may take the 

book home to read each night or they may bring one book from home into school to read. We 

have a ‘mini library’ within the Year 4 classroom and I will regularly change the books available 

for the class to select from. Pupils will be asked to sanitise or wash their hands before selecting 

books. When pupils have finished reading a school book they should return it to the ‘quarantine’ 

box.  

Finally, please remember that if your child, or anybody in your household, displays symptoms of 

Covid-19, they must not attend school. Please contact the school office via email or phone as 

soon as possible.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please bear with us as we all learn to navigate our 

way through these unusual circumstances.  

Yours sincerely, 

Cate Davis 

c.davis@cumnorschool.co.uk 

01865 862337 
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