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YEAR R CLASS NEWSLETTER                                                                  Friday 4th September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome! We hope you all had a lovely summer. We are looking forward to getting to know 

you all, as well as to working with you during the year ahead. This newsletter will hopefully be 

useful regarding the routines in Reception class this year. This year is going to be a bit 

different in a number of ways. I am sure it will take a bit of time for everybody to get used 

to being back in school. We have adjusted some of our school routines and procedures and we 

will spend quite a bit of time focussing on well-being in class. We may well need to adapt our 

plans as the year progresses but we will do everything we can to give the children a great 

first year of primary school.  

This letter is fairly long I’m afraid as there are quite a few things I need to tell you about.  

I am the class teacher and will be teaching in class from Monday to Friday. Unfortunately 

due to Covid I will be unable to discuss any queries or worries you may have in school but 

please feel free to email me at jessica.fitzgerald@cumnorschool.co.uk.  

I am very lucky to be joined by a fantastic team this year.  Mrs Stockford will be the class 

teaching assistant from Monday to Wednesday and will be teaching on a Tuesday morning. On 

Thursdays - Fridays, the pupils will be supported by Mrs Barry. Mrs Scatchard (Monday- 

Wednesday) and Mrs Moor (Wednesday -Friday) will be working in the classroom as 1-1 

support. The children will be encouraged to maintain social distancing when interacting with 

adults in the classroom as much as possible.  

The School Day 

This year children will be arriving through the outside classroom gate from the drive into the 

reception play area. Children can arrive in the classroom from 8.35am and must be there by 

9:00am when the register is taken. They must enter the classroom independently and use the 

hand sanitiser provided. There will be their name for them to trace and then an opportunity 

for children to play before registration. At the end of the day (3.00pm) you will be able to 

pick-up your child at the same gate exiting onto the school drive. If your child is being 

collected by someone else please inform a member of staff who will then write it into our 
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“Day Book” in the morning. We suggest that you inform your child, if possible, of who will be 

picking them up if there is a change of routine – this will help prevent anxiety on their part!  

 

Equipment and personal belongings 

All pupils in Reception will have been allocated a peg and draw for them to place their 

personal belongings. Every child will have a peg on which to place their coat. If they bring in a 

lunchbox this will need to be kept on their pegs. As PE kits will not be used this term please 

ensure your child comes to school wearing sensible, comfortable shoes and clothing in which 

they can do PE. They should also have a coat with them every single day as we will be going 

outside as much as possible and a pair of named wellies for forest school (that will stay in 

school). If your child is anxious about using the toilet, or is still prone to accidents, please 

inform a member of staff so we can monitor them and accompany them if necessary. We 

suggest every child keeping an extra set of spare clothes in their bags so we can change your 

child into their own clothes. Healthy snacks and milk will be provided by the school for break 

times. Children must bring a named bottle of still water into the classroom. The children will 

be washing their hands regularly throughout the day and always before eating.   

Reading and Sound Books 

Each child will be given a phonics reading book on a Monday to take home and finish over the 

week. This book will practice and revise the sound that they will have already been learning in 

class. When pupils have finished reading a school book they should return it to the 

‘quarantine’ box. This year our reading diaries are to stay at home and are to be filled out by 

you. Once your child has read for 25 days the book will reward them with a sticker, and if 

you let us know we will congratulate them at school as well. We will be keeping track of their 

reading on google classroom if you upload a picture each week of their reading diary page 

then I will be able to comment on their work. Their login details and information pack will be 

given to you at a later date this term, alongside their reading diaries and book. We will also 

be sending each child home with a sound book. This is to stay at home and not to be brought 

back into school. Each Monday your child will return home with cut outs of the sounds they 

will be learning that week, that they can then add to their sound book and practice in their 

spare time at home.  

Finally, please remember that if your child, or anybody in your household, displays symptoms 

of covid-19, they must not attend school. Please contact me and the school office via email as 

soon as possible.  

Thank you for reading this letter. We are aware that this time of year is very busy and can 

sometimes be challenging for our little ones as they take up a new routine and rhythm. Please 

bear with us as we all learn to navigate our way through these unusual circumstances and 



 

please do email me with any queries you may have. We hope that this information will be 

useful in making you all feel prepared for this exciting year ahead!  

Yours sincerely 

Jessica Fitzgerald  


