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“The best school I’ve come to”

Millie (Acorn) entering the grotto!

All the Fun of the Fayre!
On Friday 6th December, our school had our annual 
Christmas Fayre to start celebrating Christmas and raise 
money for the school. There were fun games, delicious 
food, stalls full of toys and books and some lucky winners 
at the raffle. 

Most exciting of all, Father Christmas himself found time 
to visit and set up a grotto! Year 2 class teacher 
Mrs Axford held Santa’s grotto in her classroom. Millie 
(Acorn Class) was waiting in the queue and told our 
reporters, “I’m excited about seeing Santa. I’m a bit 
nervous … I think I’m on the nice list.”

Inside the PUPILS’ EYE …

● Mrs D tells all!
● Mr Williams talks!
● Eco-report!
● Cumnor comic!
● Sports Report and Clubs Corner!
● Jokes, riddles, puzzles and more!!
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“Santa is very nice to work for,” said one of the elves, Buddy 
(750 years old). “Life as an elf is very relaxing but December 
is stressful!” The elves told us that they got here by sleigh, 
but no one witnessed them arriving. An exclusive interview 
was given by Santa. “The children here are excellent; the 
best school I’ve come to!” said Fredrick (Santa’s actual 
name). “My elves are very hard working. In fact, I’m going 
to increase their wages! I came over 47 countries to get here 
but it’s worth it!”

Old pupils came along too. “The best bit was seeing all of 
my old teachers. It’s funny because now I have twenty-odd 
teachers!” said Rona (Y8), who also remarked on how small 
everything looked. 

£2,300 was raised for the school. Mrs Tara 

Dixon-Chapman, the secretary of the PTA, said, “The PTA 
are very pleased with the amount raised and even happier 
that so many people had such a great time. It takes a lot of 
hard work to organise the Christmas Fayre, so we really love 
seeing everyone enjoy themselves on the night!”

In conclusion, many old pupils, current pupils and parents 
came along and it was a great success. The decorations were 
very Christmassy and the lighting in the hall was cosy and 
atmospheric. Everyone had a fantastic time and we raised 
an amazing amount of money for the school. 



Eco-School update
Did you know that Cumnor has a silver award for being an Eco-School? Year 5 are the eco-committee 
for the school and we have been litter picking, making bug houses, making recycling paper and more. 
We have also learned that palm oil ruins the environment and destroys many habitats. A big concern 
is the decrease in orangutans, a large kind of ape found in Borneo, Sumatra and many rainforests. So 
please one by one stop using this harrowing thing. Our animals are reducing because of us, so check 
the labels before you buy so we can stop palm oil production, and remember people can try to hide the 
name so, just for your information, here are the main names for palm oil: Palm kernel oil, 
Vegetable oil, Vegetable fat, Palm fruit oil, Palmate, Palmitate, Palmolein, Glyceryl, 
Stearate, Stearic acids, Elaeis Guineensis, Palmitic Acid, Palm stearin, Palmitoyl oxo 
stearamide, Palmitoyl tetrapeptide-3, Sodium laureth sulfate, Sodium lauryl sulfate 
and Sodium Kernelate.

Keep an eye out for those cheeky names so palm oil reduces instead of animals! 

(Henry Y5)

Palm oil is destroying the world, look at this!!!!!!

Meanwhile breaktime ends ...

One day, aliens invade the 
staff room at Cumnor School

We come for 
ya COOKIES

No, not the 
cookies!

Never!

Oh no!!

Why not?

OH NO! 
AaaH!

Because 
we NEED 
cookies 
to teach

Is anyone 
going to 

teach us?

I don’t 
care!

In space

We need hot 
chocolate to 
go with our 
cookies

Will the aliens return? Will the 
teachers survive without cookies? 
Find out next issue!

Oh no, the aliens 
have abducted 
the cookie jar

ZOOM

ZAP

BANG

POW

Y6

Y6Y6



Sports Report
Year 6 Sports Leaders describe their recent Play 
Leader training day:

 “Mr Williams drove us to Fogwell Park to do some 
leadership training with Danny Taylor. We had a big 
piece of paper and were sent off into groups to write 
leadership qualities. We played some games to get 
us ready for making up our own games for the Year 
Ones.” Rama (Y6)

“It was an enjoyable and exciting learning 
experience for everybody who took part. The idea 
was to encourage the Year Ones to play more games 
on the playground, and with the sports leaders, this 
would become a reality. The games that we created 
were ideal for the playground, as they can be played 
with a minimum amount of equipment.” Joshua (Y6)

(Joshua Y5)

Teacher Tells All: featuring Mrs D!
What is the strangest food you have ever tried?
When I was 10, my friend and I dared each other to 
eat some Winalot dog biscuits. Do not try at home 
(unless you’re a dog)!
Do you have any pets?
I have two cats, brothers Duncan (tabby) and Jack 
(black with white socks and tummy). They like 
sleeping, climbing trees, going with me for walks in 
the field, hunting and bringing uninvited guests such 
as mice, birds and once a baby rabbit! They also like 
sleeping in front of the TV, especially when I’m 
trying to watch something!).
What is your favourite topic to teach and why? 
That’s easy — any topic involving brilliant history 
(because history has the best stories — the clue is in 
the name). Even better if there are maps as well!!
What is your favourite memory of primary school?
Getting ready for school on winter mornings. 
Houses were much colder in those days because 
there was no central heating. In winter, our bedroom 
window used to freeze over with lovely, swirly, 
frosty patterns so the only way to see out was by 
huffing hot breath onto the glass to make a little 
spy-hole.
If you could have a superpower, what would it be?
I would magically replace all the rainforests (and 
make new ones), refreeze the polar ice-caps and 
remove every last bit of plastic from everywhere… 
to save the planet!!

Cumnor School Clubs Corner
Athletics Club Athletics involves a number of 
sports including: javelin, running, high jump, long 
jump, shot putt, hurdles, relay and other sports. It is 
great for our health and it is good fun! The 
instructor’s name is Carl. He is great fun and is 
helpful. Sometimes we work in groups. If we are 
not in the group we wanted to be in, he helps us by 
encouraging us to feel confident working with other 
people. People who like doing sports would like 
athletics because it involves lots of running and 
jumping and other physical activities. Club star 
rating 5/5 stars!  (Niamh Y3)

Gymnastic Club This year in gymnastics, we’ve 
been doing handstands and cartwheels. My 
favourite part of gymnastics is front handsprings. 
There are 30 people in the whole gymnastics group. 
We’re allowed to do all sorts of things at the 
Gymnastics Club like cartwheels, aerials, backbends 
and handstands.  (Amelia Y3)

TA Talks! Featuring Mr Williams!
What is your favourite curry? 
Tandoori chicken with saag aloo and peshwari naan!
What football club do you support and why?
When I was 6, I chose to support a team that plays a 
long way away… Newcastle United. Unfortunately 
for me, they are not very good anymore, but when I 
was in my primary school, they were second behind 
Manchester United (everyone supported them, so I 
wanted to be different). I’ve seen them play live a 
few times even though it’s a 5-hour drive! St James’ 
Park is huge!
How does Cumnor School relate to your old school?
It’s easy to compare my old primary with Cumnor 
School … because Cumnor is my old primary 
school! Despite leaving in 1999 (20 years ago), not 
much has changed — even Mr Cooke is still here. 
He taught me in Year 5 and was everyone’s 
favourite teacher. It was a great school then and an 
even better school now.
What sports do you play?
I love cricket but my favourite sport has to be 
football. I played for Cumnor Minors until I was 16 
then played for Men’s football for Eynsham, 
Freeland and most recently Kingham until I injured 
my knee back in March. I hope to be back scoring 
goals again soon! 

(compiled by Micah Y5)



ABOUT THE PUPILS’ EYE

This is how the 1st issue adds up: 1 Year 5 
pupil persuaded 1 friend and he invited 2 
more. These 4 advertised for more people to 
join the team. Finally, 15 pupils across 4 year 
groups worked together to create this 1st 
issue! They hope you have enjoyed it. 

Commissioning editors: Caleb (Y5), 
Micah (Y5), Henry (Y5), Joshua (Y5). 
Writers, illustrators, joke and riddle 
writers and cartoonists: Pippa (Y6), 
Elizabeth (Y6), Joshua (Y6), Ash (Y6), 
Diarmuid (Y6), Libby (Y5), Amelia (Y5), 
Molly (Y4), Amelia (Y3), Niamh (Y3), 
Gracie (Y3)

If you would like to get involved in next 

term’s issue, look out for the posters! 

Merry Christmas 
from the editors!

School Jokes
What’s Mr Read’s hobby? 

Going to the library!
Why did Mr Cooke take a ruler to bed? 

To find out how long he slept! 
Which teacher is the fastest at popping balloons? 

Miss Pearson (Pierce-on!)
Who invented algebra? 

A maths ‘x’-pert! 

School Riddles
Which word is always spelt wrong in spelling tests?

“Wrong”
I am in every classroom. I have hands yet I can’t clap. 
What am I?

 The clock!
I’m tallest when I’m young and shortest when I’m old. 
What am I?

A pencil
What creature is always at a cricket match?

A bat
What is a sea monster’s favourite school dinner?

Fish and ships!

ACROSS
1 Songs to help us remember the first Christmas
5 The least favourite part of the Christmas lunch, 
but the brave ones munch with a crunch! (8,7)
6 Stands tall in the hall and thrills us all. (9,4)
9 Up onto the stage go Key Stage one,
to tell this story to everyone
10 Send your greetings using this
11 As if by magic, these appear, 
hanging up to bring good cheer!

DOWN
1 This makes a pop 
and gives you a hat! 
2 A feast to share 
beyond compare (9,6)
3 Children queue up here to meet 
the man in the beard (6,6) 
4 Shiny and bright to catch the light
5 Last year, we did this play and Tiny Tim was saved 
hooray! (3,6)
7 At the end of it all, we need one of these to rest our 
brains and celebrate all over again.
8 He stands in his jacket made of felt (why doesn’t he 
melt?!!!)
* Answers will be provided in the next issue.

A Cumnor School Christmas Crossword

(Design & layout: Caleb Y5)


